


HOW BIG A PROBLEM?



SERIOUSLY,  A BIG PROBLEM



• 18 billion pounds of plastic waste flows into the oceans 
every year from coastal regions

• 40 percent of plastic produced is packaging, used just once 
and then discarded

• Nearly half of all plastic ever manufactured has been made 
since 2000

• Less  than a fifth of all plastic is recycled globally

• The United States recycles just 9 percent of its plastic trash

SNAPSHOT OF THE PLASTIC PROBLEM

Source: National Geographic
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